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F a ſerioua endeavour to diſ- 
charge the duty of a Preacher, 
and a deſire to appear not unworthy 
of your choice and regard, could 
have ſupplied all that the Occaſion 

, I might without diffidence 
this Diſcourſe to your 
Lordſhip and to the Public. But, 
whatever our capacities may be, 
it is one of our principal concerns 


not to be deficient in the moral 
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preſent intention is 


CATION. 
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FA to pay debts, 
may be paid by 


ing them, and not to attempt 


any thing that looks like com- 


mendation ane praiſe. 


1 leave that 


to LoncGinus and to Cics,s o, 
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r appears from the whole 
2 tenor of the New Teſta- A 
ment that one of the great 
| ME ends of Chriſtianity was 
80 produce and preſerve 

— amongſt its profeſſors, a 
more ſurpriſing and a more amiable union 
and harmony than Legiſlators had ever en- 
joined, and Philoſophers had ever contrived 
and recommended, far ſurpaſſing what the 
obedient diſciples of Pythagoras, or the 
rigid Eſſenes had effected, or N ideal mood] 
* of Plato _ der 
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From all who took upon them the Chri- 
ſtian name, they required a liberality which 
weng eee a ee 


to Pagan 2 writers, who made aſs of. the. 
© ſame; compares the ſocial to the natural 
enen . en the cloſe connection, 4 
nt dio 
„Cor. 1; x6. e deer en bye &c... 
Plato: Vas ws iᷣëi qu Js mAny1, vd i xomavia. 
aud 13 0G ue wel The UI elan & lt curſa gi ; 
J ie apxarle; is uli. nod) Te x mHoe Ar Berb ass 
uięrs rr]. zn. — De Rep. v. p. 462. Hd. Stenb. 
Seneca: Quid 2 nocere velint manu. bet manibuz oculi? 
Ur.ompia. inter” ſe. nembra conſantiunt, quia fingula ſervari 


totius intereſt ; ita De Ira, An 31. 6 | 
Jefted other paſſages. | 
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and conſpiring conſent, and — 
and mutual ſupport in the one 2 16 
obſervable 1 in __ _ 2% 


is * Pong to bent FER Re * 

one another, and in honour to prefer one 
another; This is affability of the heart; as 
well as of the demeanour z this is Chriſtian - 
civility, as many degrees above modiſn civi⸗ 
lity, as to ſerve another effectually is better 
than t be bis . obedient ſervant.” ; 


Again ; they are echorted to Jos open 
their doubts, their weakneſſes, their de- 
ſects, their wants, and their ſorrows to each 
other, to ſtir up one another to good works, 
to forbear, to forgive, to ſupport, to adviſe, 
to inſtruct, to edify, and to comfort one 8 5 
another, to rejoice -and to mourn. with 
one another, and to pray for one ano- 
ther; all which ſuppoſes a myſterious 
| and a 1 union, not to be underſtood 
by profane and uninitiated minds, which 
bent deſtroying ſubordination, produced 


a Chaiſtian' equality : for if the wiſe could 
teach. the unlearned, and the nich Pere 
the *. the unlearnẽd and the poor co 

| B 2 pray 


—— thereby make i 


him no mean recompenls 


Nothing was more W to | diſturb this 
ſacred union of good minds than the extra- 
ordinary gifts then variouſly conferr'd upon 
Chriſtians, which might excite a little va- 
nity in fore, and a little jealouſy in others; 
therefore St. Paul took care to inform them 
that brotherly love was the faireft and the 
beſt of all endowments, that it was above 
all the miraculous powers that ever ap- 
peared, if they were all united in one perſon; 
and that it would ſhine in heaven, when 
their tranſitory luſtre ſhould be extin& ; a 
declaration -which no frantic viſionary, or 
intereſted impoſtor, who himſelf pre- 
tended to thoſe gifts, would ores have 
made. a 


: 1 
fi 


When a man aſcends in \ imagination to 
thoſe times, and fancies himſelf a member 
of that innocent infant republic, and then 
awakes from the pleaſing dream, and caſts 
his eyes upon the world about him, he 
cannot help thinking what + an | eration 
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corroding ages have made in d reßeck) | 
for Chriſtianity is ſeculariſed to ſuch a de- 
gree, that little of this honeſt, plain, inar- 
tificial kindneſs ſubſiſts. However, Reli- 
gion till reſtrains much evil, and produces 

much good, and ſerves to many excellent 
purpoſes, though ſome are fo injudicious 


* they cannot perceive it, or ſo perverſe 5 


that they will not own it. Nor indeed 
muſt we imagine that even in the Golden 
age of the Goſpel theſe fair ideas were uni- 
verſally or perfectly exemplified, or forget 
the many complaints of the Apoſtles them- | 
ſelves concerning falſe 'or weak brethren, 
and diſorderly walkers. To ſay the truth, 
there is a little illuſion in the repreſentation 
which we form to ourſelves of thoſe days: 
diſtance ſmooths ſome. hy: Pe hoe _ 
time ſoftens n ſhades. Ys 
de 4 ſocial 120 gendly d ae 
which ſeem to be generally recommend- 
| ed, and which every one was called upon 
to perform, is the duty of - exhortation: 
Exbort one another To what? 10 
good works, without queſtion, to every 
thing that a Chriſtian * to do. Much 
, of 


FPS 
el the fame nature. is the precept ; Aims 


* one ann, and, Namen ed 1 
a The tert is concerning, een 8 1 
diſcourſe has been hitherto concerning mu- 

tal affection. z, but the connection between 
theſe two things, and the dependence of 
che former upon the latter is greater than 
ſame may perhaps imagine. Exhortation 
_ ought to proceed from brotherly love, elſe it 
will be faulty in its motives and unſacceſs- 
| ful.i its attempts; and becauſe it often is 
ſo,. this has given riſe to two ſplenetic E 
ſervations made by thoſe who view human 
nature in the worſt light, firſt, that every 
"man i is liberal of adviſe; ſecondly, that no 
man is the better for it. If a, perſon. exhorts 
another, purely becauſe he is a friend, and - 
defices his welfare, the very manner will 
ſhew the man, for love has an air which 
is not eaſily counterfeited; he will temper 
he will add whatſoever. is neceſſary to re- 
commend it: and if a perſon be per ſuaded 
that he who gives him his adviſe would 
alſo give him any thing elſe that he could 
; * Geſſre, he is not A little. diſpoſed 


) | to 


(CNN 
o tend t to it and to allow it 4 favourable 
hearing, — 27 54 Ts 2 200 
„ ee 3 1114. of alt; 1 1 


Exhortation comes melt proplety Sth 
ſuperiors and from equals. It is part of the 
duty of rulers to ſubjects, parents to children, 
maſters to ſervants, the elder to the younger, 
and friends 10 friendz, fine fiendſhip* 
always finds or makes : certain parity. It 
cannot be convenient OT. decent that every 
man upon every occaſion ſhould exhort! 
every man ; but every perſon” has his infe- 
riors or his equals,” and towards them he is 
to exerciſe this office e al "Hviting ops! 
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Bilder; there! is a Lt indirect exher- 
tation, if I may ſo call it, to virtue and 
to exerciſe even towards his ſuperiors, and 
that is, to ſpeak well of all thoſe who de- 
ſerve woll of him, and of the Chriſtian 
world, and who fill up their ſtations with" 
| dignity and integrity, 70 efteem them lig 
For their work's ſake, to praiſe good things 
and good perſons ; to which I ſhall not add, 
chat he has the ſame call and the me 

right 
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cight to blame chip who are deficient, and: 
who want either the capacity or the will of 
acting ſuitably to their office and rank; be- 
cauſe cenſure is often as nearly related to 
cenſoriouſueſs in reality as it is in ſound, and 
is not a weapon fit for every hand to wield. 
But here likewiſe, there is an indirect cen- 
85 ſure, as well as an indirect exhortation; and 
ſurely every one may aſſume the honeſt 
freedom to paſs by i in neglect and ſilence 
thoſe who deſerve reproach and diſgrace. 
It would conduce to many good purpoſes, 
if this negative reproof were ſo duly. diſ- 
penſed, that all the profligate, the inſolent, 
the unworthy, and the * uſeleſs, all the re- 
fuſe and rubbiſh of ſociety, of what rank 
and condition ſoever, might deſcend to the 
grave uncommended, and there lie and moul- 
der in oblivion. Pity that this ever ſhould: 
prove the fate of thoſe to whom other re- 
turns are due. Reputation indeed accom- 
panies deſert, as its ſhadow; but ſome-. 
titnes the day i. 1s eee ae the ROO: 


e | 


8 F Alco, homine al. 
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5 bg ele of exhörtatfo is it h more 
partictilar mannet neumbent upon us, whd 
are the miniſters of the Goſpel, and we att 
expreſly required tb exhort] 1 . Admo- 
nil, incite, 5 400 reptove, with Humble 4 
thority, and modeft reſolution, and wet 
integrity, and rodent ' Zeal, To infift 
upon chis, Will be called, preaching 8 up ü: 
Jelves, and wagnlfying our office; 100 pete 
haps the ſubject Tight de treats 
dvantage by "thoſe WhO are not perſon 
cbncefned in it. But thus tuch, without 
breath of decency, we may y ſoftly infindate 
and the ſober part of the Rs will den 1 
witneſs to it, that we .uſurp no dominjon | 
över men's cdd ſGetices, of perſons, or 
purſes; that (ve pretend not to What ever 
Prieft of the Nm Church” aſſutnes, every 
| gitted Saint, and illuminated EIS 
155 Lor want of ; 4 better objeftion ve we have 

en accuſed” of formal ſtate and ſpiritu; 

pride, and of bearing ourſelves as "Embaſſa- 

— of heaven, a F hraſe which we ney 
tuch affected. ob this, the 5 
nate ſongs upon 2s, and grimacin iculs 
aims PE hn tat is meant rp jeſt. 
They will not grant us, it ſeems, wil — 
C Devil 
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Devil paid to Paul and: Silat, when he vid, 
Theſe men are, N ,of the moſt high God, 
it is: to wall purpoſe to expoſtulate with 
perſons, who! e Politeneſe has refined away 
their manners, and whoſe, Tale has eaten 
up their underſtanding ; ; and it is _altoge- 
ther unneceflary to warn them not to make 
an ill uſe of their wit. Happy would they 
be, if they were as. ſecure. from all other 
danger; ; 4 in this eſpect, they may fairly 

um a place amongſt thoſe to whom Arlt 
has been g Ten, and of whom conſequently, 
little wil be required. 1 169; 12001 34+ bas 
Bat it i may of.” aid After al all, 7 

bearing havghtineſs and ſolemn pride ar 
bad things, and deſerve | blame. Very ery true; 
nor. are we backward to diſapprove. them, 
We are not unwilling. to condemn all pride 
in general, and in particular that poor and 
filly pride which makes a, man exalt himſelf 
on account of his ſtation, and thereby con- 
ſeſs that be has nothing better to be proud 
of ; 3. nor have we any thing to plead. in be- 
byl of s and diſtant airs, or of that 
ES dat . . bling 
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(xt 4 | 
forbidding gravity, Which bas both called | 
well endugh, 2 herpa rhe body nden tel 
15 kon! the ah fee, of the undefe 

Ponding.. 26 out n as! n 
ellictOffiuz tat O 94) HA O 209418 
There 150 7 feafons and oc tons 
for particular exHortations, as 'when a per- 
fol! is advanced to any nig h ſtation in the 
Chriſtian fe public. 1* is then expedient 
that he Should be admoniſhed "to beware 
of himſelf, and to temembet what God and 
men expect from bim; and Ser) one 
ho deferves ſuch 4 ſtztion, will take it 
kindly to be thus reminded of his duty. 
In St. Pauls exhortations to Timithy and ta 
Titus there is ſomething which, according 
to our modern ideas of civility, muſt ap- 
pear ſtrange. To exhort ſuch perſons thit 
they avoid what is evil, and practiſe what 
is good, ſeems to us a r that 
they are deficient in their or at 
leaſt; a kind of ſuperfluous Progbn of 
counſel.” But in the opinion! of 8t. Paul, 
no mat was too kilful, or too high, or 
too Holy to be exhotted and adviſed. "Ti 
the Apoſtolical writings we ſee ati”unaf® 
| ed ſimplicity of ſentiment and diction, 
C2 Which 
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Superior to Art. One 3 man zdmöniſbes 
another with a candid freedom, and gives 
kim a leflon of caution, and humility upon 
the” ſuppoſition, that none is entirely ſafe 
and quite remote from all ſpiritual danger, 
whilſt he is. in a ſtate of probation., The 
iyine Wiſdom, which would not level 
threataings agaioſt impoſhbilities, has made 
'Þ ſolemn commination, When. the righteous 
man turneth away from. bis righteouſneſs . 
which is enough to make à righteous man 
decnble. A perſon may cantinne ſuch, for 
2 conſiderable time; ſo far true to his duty, 

40 to contract vo very foul ſpat, till. at 
length. ſome imperious Temptation de- 
mands admittance, and Virtue, Conſcience, 
Hanopr,., Religion, fall before her to the 
lurpriſe of men, and to the grief af Angels, 
Admonition, therefore ig fight, and fit; and, 
Þ, judges our. Church,, and has made a 
proviſion; for it in the office of Con- 
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It may be . that 3 


in the oſſice is a proper ſubject to be a0 


ſumed and enlarged upon in à diſcourſe; 


and ſo it would, if it wert in ſuitable 
bands. The elders, lays St. Peter, T exturt, 
_ who, 4m alſa' an elder. It is impoſſible ta 
attempt it in the preſence of one, who,-as 
ind all other reſpects; ſo in eininence of 
br wen ee nn „peben l., 
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Shall we then; diſcourſe entries 
degrees of ſacred offices, and the form of 
Church government which is here eſta- 
bliſhed; and vindicate ' it from the nide 
aſperſions of ſome, and the weak prejudices 
et others? This is a diſcouraging ſubject, 
euſs d, and nothing new can be offered up- 
on it worthy to engage attention. But 
from the mention of it we may take occa> 
ſion to admoniſh and exhort men to ſet a 
juſt eſteem upon the religion which the 
kind Frovidenee of God has Preſetved 
amongſt us, and by which we are as ad- 
vantageouſly diſtinguiſhed as we can rea- 
ſonably * for Perfection dwells not 

bere 
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here below. Whoſoever knows even ſuper- 


Chriſtian world, knows what has been the 
ſpirit and the conduct of ſome 8ynods and 
Aſſemblies, I will not ſay any thing harder 
of Proteſtant brethren, and what the. impes 
riouſneſs of that Church which calls herſelf 
che mother and the miſtreſs of all Churches, 
and what the procedures of the Inquiſition, 
which he who has “ ſeen, bas beheld a 


more 1 repreſentation of the 


n than e 1 ever 
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It is to be hoped that our love for our 
own Church has been rather increaſed than 
diminiſhed by the apprehenfions which we 
had not long agoe of her falling into the 


hands: of her — enemies. Our m 


* Of _ who, ta been in The nem, it might be 
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then viewed-her; + as they purſue the mild 
and gentle light of the ſetting ſur: we then 
began to underſtand her 3 "becauſe we 
an e, to Joſe _” Sieh rin 


r ir _ 1) 1 bo! oy . 


Shell 1 e to rey more” e perdeo. 
larly concerning the perſon now appointed 
to the Epiſcopal function? Inclination draws 
that way, and words preſent themſelves un- 
ſaught, and it is a pleaſure to utter them, 
vyhen the heart and the tongue conſpire to- 
gether, and Truth guides them both. But 
the Cenſorious would pronounce it flattery, 
and the Severe would call it injudicious 
gratitude. It is better to be ſilent than 
to be ſuſpected of offering what is not 
fit for̃ the: one to . and the other to 
receive. der {Yu machn * 
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i Shall. we en 58 ſpeak in aliens od 
the diſcreet choice which is made of per- 
ſons to preſide over us in Church and State? 
Many would ſay that this was paying com- 
. to the Age at the n of mas 
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It werd no Hard taſk to confate them; but 
deelining this for ſeveral reaſons, I chuſe 
rather to follow my text, and to give them 
an adviſe of which, Tam ſure; they greatly 
ſtand in need, andthat is, that they would 
be cautious not to run into the extreme of 
vndervaluing and nes eee. teachers and 
governors; :.: AMA 50 - * mega * 4363 
ay wht. thi, an Bela, Idut is the 
cauſ⸗ thut the former days were better thim 
 exrfting tian There is room to conjecture 
that Salomon ſpake this feelingly and for 
particitlat.; reaſons. There were 
in his time perverſe men in I oz), wh 
ſhook their fooliſh heads, and regretted the 
gd days; and | obſerved that the rein of 
his father David was preferable to his, and 
that it was better with the nation under. 
dau, than under the new family. Such 
Judgments. he condemns, as proceeding 
ſrom malicious ſpleen and ſenſeleis preju- 
dioe. To bring the matter home to our- 
ſelves, ont who were to conſider the thing 
impartially, and found in himſelf no diſpo- 
fition to flatter, or to rail, or to repine, 
would probably be of opinion that the world 
goes 


617 
goes on, as the ſan ſhines, much as it did 
before we were born, and that we are no 
worſe than our progenitors: for as to pub- 
lic calamities, which human prudence can- 
not foreſee, or, foreſeeing, cannot prevent, it 
is very unreaſonable to lay them to the 
charge of the government, and the civil 
Magiſtrate might juſtly ſay, as the king of 
Iſrael did, Am J God, to hill and to make a- 
live? ne e conſider, I pray var, 
and 1 tay Ker a FEY againſ me. 


One PA * give me las to add, 
for I cannot decently ſtifle it, in favour of 
our own times, that learning; learning 
which has made a man paſs for a Magi- 
cian, For a Heretic, and for a Fool, and has 
been often obſerved to be a ſymptom of 
poverty, is no diſqualification or impedi- 
ment, but rather a credit and a recam- 
mendation. It has ſome friends and fa- 
vourers _ amongſt the great, + 


* hs 1 Cad, to lil and to 1 alive,. that this man 
doth ſend unto me to recover a man of his leproſy? ſaid che 
king of 1/-ae/. Our Sovereign likewiſe pretends not ' 7s 
cure the leproſy, and yet is a rightful king, and a good ruler 

for all that, 
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has no enemy except Envy, which pilfers 
and purloins a ſmall matter from an eſta- 
bliſhed character; a moderate tax upon ſu- 
perior abilities, and a loſs which is ſcarce 


Felt. 


It would be an unpardonable omiſſion in 
one who has had a liberal education, not to 
lay bold of this occaſion, and proceed to 
lay ſomething in behalf of literature. We, 
who cannot reward it, ought at leaſt to 
recommend it to thoſe who can, and exhort 
and admoniſh them that they would 
cheriſh and protect it, even for their 
own fake, We are naturally diſpoſed to 
* and to value reputation; reputation 
and praiſe is a recompenſe which our 
Saviour himſelf with. his own facred 
mouth conſert d upon a generous action. 
-Hhereſoever, ſays he, this Goſpel ſball 
be preached in the whole world, there ſhall 
elſe this that this woman bath done be 
told for a memorial of ber. There is no 
ſurer way for great menvto obtain it than 
by patroniſing letters, arts, and ſciences; 
for theſe are always grateful, and both 
wlling and able to tranſmit the names of 
their 


( x9 ) 
their friends to the lateſt generations. They 
who are not to be moved by theſe motives, 
may hope for reputation, but they vil 
reap as they ſow, and never be 5 praiſed; 
except. by hangers-on of their own ſtamp 
and capacity, or by dedicators whoſe works 
uſually die before them, and who ue 
will have no intereſt with Rae 


Eucigded « on one wah or other Genn 
every obvious topic; and ſearee know- 
ing which way to turn, and how to pro- 
ceed, I reſolved to look back to times paſt, 
and to recollect what old annals and the 
voice of the public had formerly declared 
concerning worthy Prelates. This had a 


promiſing aſpect, and ſeemed to 6pen the 
way to modeſt, inoffenſive and inſtructive 


deſcription. Here alſo was a | plentifel 


May it happen to ſach accrting1o the pronotic of 
the Greek Muſe: 
Karydyaroa It naviais 
G dhe napodive civy 
_ *Eadler, dd, dh. en 
Os ya edge, 
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variety of materials, of every quality that 
conſtitutes a great and a good man. 
Here was to be found diligence, pa- 
tience, activity, candour, and integrity: 
here was religion without formality, libe- 
rality without oſtentation, ſeriouſneſs with- 
out moroſeneſs, and chearfulneſs without 

levity : here was gentleneſs to others, and 
ſelf-ſeverity : here was uſeful learning, 
and a love of thoſe who loved and purſued 
it, and a care to confer favours upon 
thoſe who deſerved them: here was a 
contempt and - diſlike for detracting ſy- 
cophants and fawning paraſites : here was 
affability to inferiors: here were other 
bright virtues and endearing accompliſh= 
ments, which ſhall not be recounted ;—— 
for there is already reaſon to fear that 


Juſtice has not been done to the dignity 
of the I, | 


* the great Aude of every 1858 gift 
enable us, each in our ſeveral ſtations, to act 
an honeſt and prudent part, till we arrive at 
the manſions where all earthly diſtinctions 
ceaſe, and give place to thoſe which; are 
made by piety and. virtue; where we 


> 


hal meet with innumenble/heings * | 

and "wiſer than ourſelves ; 
vides; as none will be unhappy and dix. 
contented, there may be rom for pious 
emulation, but not for jealouſy and envy; 
where all, how different ſoever in glory, 
will be united by love and charity and 


friendſhip, and gratitude, and condeſcen- 
Hatz and eſteem. 25 
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